Nature is not only a creator of the different hvmg an.
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living things but it is also a destroyer of these things. Natural cﬁ[an::‘e;rz[le ;{lese d“Jtn
These are also known as the disasters. The disasters such as ?Tf nd . th"m
cyclones, tsunamis, landslides and the forest fires cause great loss of Lité and property i
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Nature has provided life on the earth.
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DROUGHTS

Ihn excess rainfall causes floods while its

scarcity causes droughts. In India, agriculture is
the main occupation of three-fourth of the
Population. Farmers depend on the monsgonal
rain from June to SPptpmber Monsoon provides
water for growing crops, The monsoons in India
are very erratic, sometimes they are early and
other times, they are late. This results in the
scarcity of food grains, starvation and death of

, large aumber of cattle and people. ~_
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Cyclones occur due to the low-pressure systems
«owards which winds travel at great speed) The
-oastal belts in India are prone to cyc‘fones.
These areas experience a great difference
hetween temperature and pressure conditions on
1and and sea.

« Near the coastal areas, water level rises
suddenly and lashes onto the land destroying
buildings and crops.

+ Strong winds with speeds ef wqr 101
hour or more uproot tre
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destructions. .

Jlive under the debris of broken houses rocks and 1
bricks. L. ! va
+ Earthquakes crack and break dams resulting 1n B of
floods Landslides are common in hilly are.- (U

+ Earthquakes have caused a lot of damage in Bhuj and Ahmedabad (Gujarat) and Utts co

:
(northern mountains). kb, R
» Railway lines break, roads get damaged and houses collapse. Th
+ Earthquakes destroy many cities of the world every year causing widespread deaty 9
destruction. th ar
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MITIGATION

Various national a
(NGOs) take initia

affer:*ted by natural calamities,
provide help and support with mo

*_ The Prime Minister Relief Fund
* Volunteers for India Development and Empowerment (\ e

n_d international n
tive to provide
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 The tions International Children’

foled Na ilaren’s Emerqe

¢ U elief and You (CRY) M itlion

‘ C_h;t yand Foundation

' F!rht the Drought Funds

» P9 ncies of the“hl_ﬂ;it d Nati

v ath_e_" agin of disaster-aﬂ?ect Ztions work actively to provide relief and help in the process

e abﬂ':alndia B as the Uil IC[E)I?DDUliI-ESTChE United Nations Disaster Management Team
T | . ; ’ 0, I . 1

(U:gb::m)ward to help in times of need. LO, FAO and WHO. All these organizations

co

e O armed Forces During Disasters

::e armed forces pla_y a vital role during
jisasters. They Organize rescue operations \omas. S
and help 1N clearing roads S0 that relief can ~t TR
reach early. They senc! ITIEdlcal_ un_lts Eiunng .
omergency and help in the distribution of e T

to0d, medicines and other relief materials. -

the air force helps in dropping food,
water and clothes in the affected areas.

The police try to maintain law and order
during a disaster to prevent anti - social
clements from looting (theft) and

destroying shops and homes.
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Armed forces provide relief material during disasters
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» The dis._asters such as floods droy
forest fire cause great loss of |ife

» The excess rainfall cayses f
scarcity of food grains. -

» Cyclones occur due to the low-
» When a large amount of the earth and

A. Multiple choice question (MCQs).
Choose the correct option from the following :
5. Wl'uch of the following is not a natural disaster ?
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‘(e)'Accident
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y, tsunamis, landslides and the

suffer from heavy floods
s droughts, This results in the

which winds travel
' S 'L at great speed
rock fall from high mountains towards a lower iailp:;

N a very wide-scale and cayse 3 large number of

(d) Cyclone
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